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Dear Parents, 

Spring may have finally sprung!  We certainly have earned some great weather and 

sunshine after this "lion" of a March.  However, despite the challenges posed by Mother 

Nature, Somerville School had a banner month.  Our students have enjoyed their usual 

academic studies, but also had wonderful events to keep the month exciting.  Several 

trips participated in field trips which are always memorable and reinforce to students that 

learning does not only happen inside the walls of a school!  Grace Lin visited as an HSA 

- sponsored author visit to share her gifts with all of us.  Everyone agreed that her good 

cheer and obvious talents were a joy to behold in the assembly -- perhaps some of our 

students will grow into published authors after hearing about her journey.  Of course, we 

all lived through (I mean enjoyed) the Dads' Night Show this year which was full of so 

many of our Hawes-Somerville fathers.  To close the month, our own 4th and 5th grade 

students put on a stupendous musical... The Wiz.  I do not remember a show that I have 

enjoyed more.  As I sit in the audience each year, impressed by the musical talents and 

sharp memories of our students, I am aware that this play is the result of incredible 

parent investment.  Thank you to all of those volunteers.  Seeing these students take a 

risk on stage, watching them work as a team with their classmates, I am always 

reminded that our school is so much more than an academic institution.  It is a family that 

does all it can to challenge one another to be their personal best and, above all, supports 

each other.   



The next three months will go by in a blink.  There is so much packed into these months 

that it is vitally important to get out those calendars and mark them up with the following 

dates! 

 School is closed this Thursday and Friday, March 29th and 30th. 

 Wellbeing Series Continues on March 28 from 7-9 pm at GWMS. Change is 

Opportunity:  Motivational speaker Mr. Scott Chesney will share his personal 

story and offer insights and actions to help children develop self-care and 

gratitude in daily life.  

 Thursday, April 5th is the kick off of International Day!  Students will enjoy an 

assembly in school.  6:30 PM is the start of the evening events which are 

always inspirational and fun!  Please come and bring family, friends and 

neighbors for a true community event! 

 Friday, April 6th is International Day all day where students visit the various 

showcase booths run by parents to share detailed information about various 

countries around the world.   

 Monday, April 9 - Wednesday, April 11 is our abbreviated Spring Break due to the 

snow.   

 Thursday and Friday, April 12th and 13th - Back in school for make-up snow 

days.   

 April 30 - May 4 is PARCC testing for our students in Grades 3 - 5.   

 May 18 - Field Day 

 May 24 - Grade 2 & 3 Music Concert @ 9am, Grade 4 & 5 Music Concert 

@ 1:45pm. 

 Ongoing:  Our 3rd grade is organizing the food drive this month for Ridgewood 

Social Services.  I cannot emphasize how invaluable these donations are to 

that organization.  This month we will collect shampoo and body wash (April 

showers bring May flowers!).  Please encourage your child to bring a donation 

in and get a high five from Dr. Oates!  

It is wonderful to work in a place where the school - home connection is so strong and 

mutually supportive.  As always, I appreciate the trust you place in us and I find great joy 

in working with your children.  Keep Choosing to be Nice! 

Fondly, 

Dr. Oates 

 

LOST AND FOUND!  Has your child lost one (or a few) Jackets? Sweaters? Hats? Water 

bottles? Lunchboxes? The lost and founds are overflowing this time of year, so please 



stop by and check out our two tables that will be inside the school during the day and on 

the lawn at dismissal. 

 

PARENT VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:  International Day is coming soon.  It will be all day, Friday, April 

6th and we have 20 countries represented this year!  Classes will be divided into 3 to 4 groups, and we need 

parents to volunteer as tour guides, to bring one of the groups through the gym during the day.  Volunteers 

are also needed to assist the country tables during the day on April 6th.  Austria, Brazil, Canada Cambodia, 

Colombia, Denmark, France, Peru, Iran, Poland, Tajikistan and Trinidad all needs helpers. If you are 

interested in helping out, please contact our co-chair Maymui Harada at mayumiharada@mac.com. 

 
AUTHOR VISIT for GRADES K-3: Tuesday, April 17, 2018 

Award winning and best-selling children’s author Ellen Potter will visit Somerville School 

on Tuesday, April 17 to discuss her new book, Big Foot and Little Foot. The author will be 

speaking to students in grades K-3. To order an autographed copy of Big Foot and Little 

Foot please use the attached form. All orders are due by Thursday, April 5, 2018. 

For more information on Ellen Potter, visit her website at: https://www.ellenpotte 

Click here  for the order form. 

 
Brainyak Spring Chess  
 

Tuesday - 5/1, 5/8, 5/15, 5/22, 5/29, 6/5 (6 Sessions) 
Time:  3:00PM - 4:00PM 

Fee:  $150.00 (including a discount chess tournament entry) 
 

Brainayk Chess Tournament - Open to all Somerville students! 
 

Tuesday - 6/12 

Time:  3:00PM - 6:00PM 

Fee:  $35.00 ($45.00 onsite) 
 

Trophies and medals for all participants!  A lotto mystery gift - all 
participants are eligible to participate.  Please click here  to view the flyer. 
 

Thank you very much! 
---------------------- 
Christine Wu 

BRAINYAK KID 
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http://brainyakkid.com/  
(201)925-3701 

Where Fun & Learning Go Together! 

 

 

HSA E-NEWS 

FROM THE PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION             

WEEKEND IN OZ Hearty congratulations to the raft of talented and dedicated 
students, parents, and SCT team members who “had magic up their sleeves” and 
created an entertaining, delightful production of The Wiz! Many, many parents – too 
many to name here, alas! -- went above and beyond to make this entire show 
experience memorable. Special thanks to Barbara Donatacci and Shelley 
Knight of Somerville Children’s Theater for not only making it wonderful, but making 
it FUN, too! 
 
SOMERVILLE SPRING SHOPPING FEVER  Somerville Spiritwear is back with the 
same cool, retro logos and soft styles you love on gear that is perfect for 
Spring!  Don't miss out, show your Somerville spirit and shop for your favorite 
Somerville shorts, tanks and t's at www.varsityhues.com - Proceeds benefit the 
Somerville HSA!   
 
BOX TOPS   Keep clipping! For the months of April and May we will hold a 
competition.  The grade that submits the most box tops will win a movie night in 
June.  Be sure to label your collection sheets and/or baggies with your child’s name 
and grade.  Collection sheets will come home with your child(ren) next week. 
 
BE A HOME AND SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER The nomination process to find 
Somerville parents to fill open spots for the 2018-2019 school year has begun. 
Thank you to Nominating Committee Chair Katie Loughlin for heading the process. 
The HSA board positions that need to be filled are Vice President, Assistant 
Treasurer, and Secretary. The Vice President and Assistant Treasurer will serve as 
President and Treasurer in 2019-2020. The Home and School Association 
represents the parent body of Somerville and is entrusted with allocating parent 
donations. Please email katie975@verizon.net(with a headshot, just so we can 
match a face to your name, it won’t be published anywhere) if you are interested! 

MARCH LUCKY COINS FOR HSA $$$$ There's a fortune in your grocery cards! Look 
inside your envelope for a lucky, shiny coin when it comes home tomorrow... Will YOU 
get one of the lucky envelopes?? Don't worry, there are more contests to come if you 
don't win this time... and anyway, when you pay for your groceries with grocery cards, the 
whole school wins!!! Just put a check in the envelope with whatever amount you like and 
send it back and you will receive your Stop 'n Shop, Shop Rite or Kings cards to use next 
time you grocery shop! 
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SHAKE SHACK is SHOOK! Thank you to Kristy McLellan and Nicole Ragains for 
organizing Somerville’s Shake Shack fundraiser. Shake Shack sold over $1,000 in 
meals to Somerville families and friends, with 25% going to the HSA. Wow! Thanks 
to everyone who participated! 

INTERNATIONAL DAY is April 5th. This year’s theme is Folklore and Fairytales. 
Please get your family’s questionnaire in if you haven’t yet. Results will be collated 
and incorporated into the traditional International Day bulletin board display. So 
great to see the international flags festooning the corridor already!  If you would like 
to help with this uplifting event, contact co-chairs Mayumi 
Haradamayumiharada@mac.com or Anthony 
Fasano anthony@engineeredcontent.com. 
 

FAIRWAY SHOPPERS! Make sure your food dollars are generating cash for your 
school. No cost at all to you! Pick up a key fob from the Somerville office and get it 
scanned every time you buy something at Fairway. Fairway will donate a percentage of 
all food purchases by Somerville friends. 

Happy Spring to All! 

Alexa Wagschal                                        

President, Somerville HSA 

somervilleschoolhsa@gmail.com. 
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